
Forms
Up to now, all the (X)HTML you have learned

has helped you communicate yourideas with

your visitors. In this chapter, you'll learn .how

to create forms which enable your visiles to

communicate with you.

There are two basic parts of a form: the col- f/J

leclion of fields, labels, and buttons that the

visitor sees_i2Q^a_p_age_and hopefully fills out,

and the processing scripfthat takes that infor- ,

mation and converts it into a format thai you

can read or tally.

Constructing a form's fields and buttons

(pages 254-276) is straightforward and simi

lar to creating any other part of the Web page.

You can create lext boxes, special password

boxes, radio buttons, checkboxes, drop-down

menus, larger text areas, and even clickable

images. You will give each e-lernent a name

that will serve as aMabel to idendfy)he data

once il is processed. Til also show you how

to format forms with CSS.

Pn)cessing^he_data from a form is only

slightly more complicated. While in earlier

editions I recommended using Perl to write

CGI scripts, I now heartily recommend using

PI IR; It is easy and straightforward and per

fectly suited to making Web pages interactive.

While bolh PUP and Perl arc beyond the

scope of this book, and even explaining how

to use existing scripts stretches the limits a bit,

I have provided some ready-made scripts to

help you get started (seepages 256and 258),
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Chapter 17

Creating a Form

A form has three important parts: the form

lag, which includes the URL of the script that

will process the form; the form elements, like

fields and menus; and the submit button

which sends the daw to the script on the

server.

To create a form:

1. Type <form method="post".

2. Type action="script.url"> where

script.url is the location on the .server of

the script that will run when the form is

submitted (seepage 256).

3. Create the form's contents, as described

on pages 262-280, including a submit

button (seepage 272) or active image

(see page 276).

4. Type </form> to complete the form.

<form method="post" action="showform.php'

<p class-"legend">Personal informaiion</p>

<fie!dsef id="personal">

<label>Name:</labelxinput type="texf"

name="name" size-"30" br

<label>Address:</labelxinputtype="text"

name="address" size="30" /> <br />

<label>Town/City:</labelxinputtype-"lext"

name="city" size="30" /> <br />

<p id="bu[ton$"><input type="submif"

value="Order Bed" /xinput type=" reset"

value-"Start Over" /></p>

</form>

17.1 Everyform has three parts: the

form tag, the actualform elements where the

visitor enters information, and the submit but

ton (or active image) that sends the collected

information to the server.

#form {fonf-family: "Trebuchet MS11, Verdana,

sans-serif; width: 25em;}

h2 (margin: 0 0 0 0; padding: 0;}

p {margin: 0 0 1 em 0; padding: 0; font-size: 90

fieldsef {background: #C361D2; border: none;

margin-bottom: lem; width: 24em;

padding-lop: 1.5em;}

p.legend {background: #DED983; color: black;

padding: .2em .3em; font-size: 1.2em;

border: 2px oulset #DED983; position: relative;

margin-bottom: -lem; width: 10em;

margin-left: Jem; margfn-top: lem;}

#personal {background: #F3B4F5;

border:outset #f3b4f5;}

#choices (background: #F5D9B4;

border: outset #f5d9b4;}

i;ij;urL- 17.2 Here is a portion ofthe style sheet

used toformat theform. You can find the full

style sheet on the Web site (see page 26).
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Forms

eoo Creating Forms

Personal information

Name:

Address:

Town/City:

Stzie:

Rose Wood

27 Carpenter Street

Choices

Type of wood: | Mahogany _^J

Size: P King <~ Queen

f TWln f Single

Extras: F Footboard F Drawers

F Casten F Squeak proofing

Suggestions

r customer service a excellent!

Order Bed | Start Over [

Figure 17.3 Here is the complete1form discussed

in this chapter.

• Tips

You can download the skowformphp

script from my Web site (seepage 26) and

use it in step 2 to test your forms as you

go through this chapter. It is also shown

in Figure 17.4 on page 256,

In order for your visitor to send you the

data on the form, you'll need either a

submit button or an active image. For

more on submit buttons, consult Creat

ing the Submit Bulloi on page 272. For

details on aetive images, consult Using an

Image to Submit Data on page 276.

You can use CSS (seepage 169) or tables

(seepage 227) to lay out your form ele

ments. The example that I demonstrate

with illustrations throughout this chapter

and in Figure 17.3 was created using

strict XHTML and CSS.

You can also use the get method to pro

cess information gathered with a form.

However, since the get method limits the

amount of data that you can cojlec^at

one time, [ recommend usini

3
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Chapter 17

Processing Forms
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A form gathers the information from your vis

itor and the script processes that information.

The script can log the information to a data

base on the server, send the information via

email, or any number of other functions.

In this chapter, since the focus is on creating

Web forms, we'll use a very simple PHP script

to echo the data back to the visitor when they

fill out and submit a form (Figure 17.4). I'll

also give you a script that you can use to sub

mit a form's contents to your emailjtddress

(seepage 258).

About PHP ^ t^oMiQ^^ c "■k"^1
PHP, which is a recursive abbreviation that

stands for PHP: Hypertext Preprocessor, is an

Open Source scripting language that was

written specifically for making Web pages

interactive. It is remarkably simple and

straightforward. I wrote the scripts for this

chapter after having worked with PHP for a

very short time—though I was fortunate

enough to have a copy of Larry Ullman's

excellent PHPfor the World Wide Web: Visual

QuickStart Guide, Second Edition, which I

highly recommend. While it's true that my

scripts are not very complicated, that's sort of

the point. I was able to get them to do what

I needed without having to jump through a

lot of hoops.

In addition to being easy to learn, PHP has a

number of additional characteristics that

make it ideal for processing (X)HTML forms.

First of all, PHP is 'dnjnterpretedov scripting

language, which means that it does not need

to be compiled first. You write it and off you

go. In contrast with Perl scripts, you don't

have to make PHP scripts executable or put

them in any special place on your server.

Indeed, although PHP scripts can be inde-

<!DOCTYPE html... •transitional.cltd">

<html xmlns="http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml">

<head>

<fitle>Processing Form Data</tit1e>

<style type="text/css">...</style>

</headxbody>

<p>This is a very simple PHP script that outputs

...</p>

<table>

<trxm>Field Name</th><th>Value(s)</th></tr>

<?php

if(empty($_POST)){

print "<p>No data was submifted.</p>";

} else {

foreach ($_POST as $key => Svalue) {

if (gef_magic_quotes_gpc()) $value=
stripsiashes($value);

if ($key=='extras') {

if (is_array($_POSfl'extras'])){
print"<trxtdxcode>$key</code>

</tdxtd>";

foreach ($_POST['extras'] as $value) {

print "<i>$va!ue</ixbr />";

}
print "</tdx/tr>";

} else {

print "<trxtdxcode>$key</code>

</tdxtdxi>$value</i></td></tr>\n11;

}
} else {

print "<trxtdxcode>$key</codex/td>

<tdxi>$va!ue</ix/tdx/tr>\n";

</table>

</body>

</html>

Figure 17.4 Here is the script used to process

the forms in this chapter. Notice how the PHP

script lives right in an (X)HTMLpage. (You

canfind a commented version ofthis script on

my Web site.)
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Forms

fj O O Processing Form Dau

& ', © ' '(■■

Field Name

DBM

addrans

ciCy

□ tato

zip

coda

woodtypo

kLm

extras

Vatne(s)

Base tttood

.17 Carpenter Street

Xhipti'wtiod

LA

92102

WrgHXs

Mtthogany

K

■<■ ■/

drawers

casters

nosqueak

coiranontB J'oar CUSttHtler SGVict is excellent!

Done

Figure 17.5 Vic script shown in Figure 17.4

outputs the name and valued)for each field
in a table in the browser window. You can try

it out on iand download itfrom) my Website,

Server side vs. Client side

PHP is a server-side language, which

means that ii is run on [lie computer thai

serves your Web pages (aptly called a

sewer), not on your visitor's computer

where the page is viewed. Indeed, il won't

work at all if Ihe script is not uploaded to

a server. In addition, thai server must have

PJ D? installed Tor the script to be inter-

preted..Server-side languages are ideal for

processing forms, sending email, and other

(unctions that require a server,

Client-side languages, like JavaScript,

work right inside the browser, They can do

many tasks without interacting with the

server at all. They are great for manipulat

ing the browser window, checking that all

die data has been entered before submit

ting a form, and other tasks that happen

without the server Cor before the server

gets involved). You'll find more informa

tion on JavaScript in Chapters 19-20.

pendent text ("iles, they are often written right

inside the (X)MTML page itself, making PHP

extremely convenient for Web designers.

Finally, because PHP was designed for the

Web, it's good at [he tasks that Web pages

require and coordinates well with (X)HTML.

There are hundreds of ready-made built-in

functions that you can take advantage of. In

this chapter we'll touch briefly on PHP's form

processing tools. PHP's official site can be

found at http://wivw.pbp.nei/

Security

As always when you're sending information

to the server, you need to be very careful with

security. Never assume anything about your

data, fust because you may have buiit safe

guards into your form doesn't mean the bad

guys won't create their own form that calls

your script in order to send out millions of

spam messages with it. Check your data

explicitly and make sure that it is what il

should be, with no extra bits lurking about.

Alternatives to PHP

There are many alternatives to PHP for

processing forms. CGI scripts written in Perl

are one common strategy, as are ASP,

VisualBasic, and even AppleScript. You can

find more information about Perl in my Perl

and CGIfor the World Wide Web, Visual

QuickStart Guide, Second Edition, also

published by Peachpit Press. A few of

the examples in this chapter still rely on

Perl scripts. You'll find the forms and

accompanying scripts in the Examples

section of my Web site (seepage 26).
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Find exUa tips, the source code hi examples, and more at ww^.cookwood.corn 257



Chapter 17

Sending Form Data via Email

If you don't feel like messing with CGI

scripts and can deal with not having your

data perfectly formatted (or pre-processed

by a script), you can have a visitor's data be

sent to you via email.

To send form data via email:

1. Type <form method="post".

2. Type action="emailform.php". where

eniailfhrmphp is the script thai will

send the form data to your email.

3. Type >.

4. Create the form's contents, as

described on pages 262—2S0.

5. Type </form>.
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<body>

<?php

//This is a very simple PHP script that...

if (empty(S_POST)) (

print "<p>No data was submitted,</p>";

print "</bodyx/html>";

exit();
]
1

function clearjJserjnpui(Svalue) {

if (get_magic_quofes...gpc())

Svalue=stripsiashes[Svalue);

$value= str_replace( "\n", ", trim[$valuel);

Svalue= s!r_replace( "\r", '\ $value);

return $value;

}

Figure 17.6 Here is a script used to sendform

data via email. You can find a commented ver

sion ofthis scrip! on my Website.

if (S_POST['comments'] == 'Please share any

comments you have here'] $_POST['commentsr] =
n.

Sbody ="Here is the data that was submittedAn";

foreach ($_PO5T as Skey => $value) {

Skey ■ clear_user_input(Skey);

Svalue = clear_user_input($value);

if(Skey=='extras'H

if|is_array($_POST['extras']H{

$body .= "$key: ";

Scounter =1;

foreach ($_POST['extras'] as $value) {

//Add comma and space until last element

if (sizeof(S_POST['extras']) == $counter) {

Sbody .= "$value\n";

break;}

else {

$body .= "$value, ";

Scounter +- 1;

1)
} else {

Sbody .= "Skey: Svalue\n";

} else {

Sbody .= "$key: $value\n";

extract! S_POST);

$emai! = clear_user_input(Semail);

Sname - clear_user_input($name);

Sfrom='From:'. $email. T • Sname . ")

. 'Bcc: a!ternale@yoursite.comr. "\r\n";

Ssubject = 'Bed Order from Web Site1;

mail Cyouremail@yoursife.com', Ssubject Sbody,

Sfrom);

?>

<p>Thanks for your order! We'll send your bed

right away.</p>

</bodyx/html>
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EmailingForm Data

■ ."~ o o ■

Ordering your new bed
Please fill out the form below to order your new bed. 11 you

have any questions, don't hesitate to contact us.

Name:

Email:

Address:

Town/City:

State:

Zipcode:

Customer 10:

rmation

Soso WuorJ

ro5Ci.acookivood.com

27 Carpenter Street

Waplewood

3? 103

Choices

Type of wood:

Sl7e:

Extras:

| Mahogany j1

<" King i~ (Jieen

C Twin <~ Single

F" Footboard P" Drawee

F Casters 1~~ 5queak proofing

Suggestions

Your customer <uppo-t r, ttttWenl'.

Order Bed I Start Over

Figure 17.7 ibisform is almost identical lo the

other except for an added emailfield.

eoo Emaillng Form Data

Thanks lor your wiler! We'll send your bed ri^lii away.

Figure 17.8 // '.Xs always a good idea to giveyour

visitorfeedback about what just happened—

since they can't see the email wending its way

to you.

• Tips

You might want CO ask for the email

address to be entered twice, in order to

prevent typos from keeping you from

receiving the form data. Then have the

script compare the two fields and return

an error if they're not identical.

You can find the code for this script on

my Web site (seepage 26). You are wel

come to use it on your own site.

In earlier editions of this book, I offered

it technique, that used enctype=

"text/plain" along with an action

attribute- sel lo an email address in order

to receive form data via email. Unfortu

nately, it didn't work with some email

programs (like Outlook) and so 1 substi

tuted it for the PI IP script shown here.

If this script doesn't work on your server,

it may be that your server doesn't have

PHP installed. Contact your Web host and

ask them (or check their Support pages).

Figure 17.9 Here is the email thai was received

after theform was submitted in Figure IJ.J.

<D

©OO ■'■" Bed Order from Web Site

| Recipient! { Enclosures | Notts |

From: roix&nokveM cm, tjtnst Vswfl Priority: Normal

Subject Bid Order from tfib Sll*

>■ To IcJSKDi^cookwDDd.nom

name: Boh Mood

adcresf: 27 Corpantei~ S(^e«t

stote: CR

zip: 92IB2

«*! . ^ L
•In: I ' noh39°nj
exli-aj: foot, a-awers, costers *

onuijoj6<en

Find extra tips, ike source code for examples, and mure a! www.cookwood.cor 259
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Chapter 17

Organizing the Form Elements

If you have a lot of information to fill out on

a form, you can group related elements

together to make the form easier to follow.

The easier it is for your visitors to understand

the form, the more likely they are to fill ii oui

correctly.

To organize the form elements:

1. Below the form tag but above -any form

elements chat you wish to have contained

in the first group, type <fieldset>.

2. If desired, type <legend.

3. If desired, type align="direction" where

direction in left or right.

4. Type >.

5. Type the text for the legend.

6. Type </legend> to complete the legend.

7. Create the form elements that should

belong in the firsL group. For more infor

mation, see pages 262-276.

8. Type </fieldset> to complete the first

group of form elements.

9. Repeat steps 1—8 for each group of form

elements.

<form method="post" action="showform.php">

<fieldset id=Mpersonal"xlegend>Persona!
In forma lion </legend>

</fieidset>

<fieldset id="crtoices"xlegend>Choices

</legend>

</fieldset>

<fieldset id="suggestions"xlegend>Suggestions
</legend>

</fieldsel>

Myuri: 17.10 I have added an id attribute to

each f ieldset element tofacilitate applying
shies to each group ofform elements.

fieldsel {margin-bottom:! em;

widlh: 24em; padding-top: 1.5em;]

^personal {background: #f3b4f5;

bordenoulset #f3b4f5;}

irii>iire 17.11 Igave all Ibejie/dsel elements

some margin, width, andpadding, and then

applied a separate background color and out

set border to each one.

K Organizing Iho Form Element* - Windows Internet E,.. f- |~ \X

Ordering your new bed
s? fill out tli-e fonn below tooider yournaw bed. If you

any questions, dent hesitate to contact us.

Personal Information

Choices

Choices

\IOB14

Figure 17.12 Internet Explorer does strange

things to the tegend element, pulling the back

groundfrom the f i eldset up and around it.
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Forms

<form method="post" ocfion="showform.php"

<p clciss="legend">Personal informotion</p>

<fieldset id="personal">

• Tips

Figure 17.13 Because ofInternet Explorer's

lack ofsupport ofthe legend element, I recom

mend using a regular p tag with a class of

legend,

p.legend {bacl<ground:#DED983; color: black;

border: 2px outset #DED983; padding: .2em .3em;

fonf-size: 1,2em; position: relative;

margin: lemO-lem lem; width: 10em;}

i'iyurt; 17.14 Next I style the legend paragraph

with a background and outset border. Then I

give it a negative bottom margin and relative

positioning to pull it on top of theJie/dset.

■3 Organizing the form Efcmcnli - Microwft Internet 1 xpl... ClfBlfSl

Be Ed« View Favcites Teak Help

Maraa £] ek™od.cerrVM1*e4'esmEi«Jfwrtt/p'egend t*nJ " H Go

&

Ordering your new bed
Plgase till out Uie form beto* to order your new bad. If you

have any auestians, den't hasitatB tn contact us,

Personal information

Choices

Suggestions

■^J Den? 0 Internet

I ihink f i eldset elements look great for

matted with ;in outset liorder. Use

background: color; border: outset color,

where coloris the same in both instances

and is whai you want for the background

of the fi eldset. I formatted the legend

elements the same way.

The legend element is not at all well sup

ported by Internet Hxplorer. [["you create

one and then give your fi eldset a back

ground, the background extends up and

around the legend, looking really ugly

(Figure 17.12). I recommend recreating

the legend effect with an aptly styled p

element.

Organizing your form into fieldsets is

completely optional.

While the align attribute for legend has

been deprecated, it's still supported by

Firefox and IE (from -i on). It's default

value is left. There were supposedly

top and bottom values as well, but t've

never seen a browser support them.

Figure 17.15 Now the legends look good even in

the recalcitrant IE 6.
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Find extra tips, the source code ior examples, and more at wwAr.cooh.vood.com 261
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Chapter 17

Creating Text Boxes

Text boxes can contain one line of free-form

text—that is, anything that the visitor wants to

type—and are typically used for names,

addresses, and the like.

To create a text box:

1. If desired, type the label that will identify

the text box to your visitor (for example.

Name:).

2. Type <input type="text".

3. Type name="label", where labelfa the

text that will identify the input data to the

server (and your script).

4. If desired, type value="default". where

default is the data that will initially be

.shown in the field and that will be .sent to

the server if the visitor doesn't type some

thing else.

5. [f desired, define ihe size of the box on

your form by typing size="n", replacing

i! with the desired width of the box, mea

sured in characters.

6. [f desired, type maxlength="n", where n

is the maximum number of characters

that can be entered in the box.

7. Finish the text box by typing a final />.

• Tips

■ Even if your visitor skips the field (and

you haven't set the default text with the

value attribute), the name attribute is still

sent to the server (with an undefined,

empty value).

■ '1'he default for si ze is 20. However, vis

itors can type up lo the limit imposed by

the maxlength attribute. Still, for larger,

multi-line entries, it's better to use text

areas (seepage 269).

<form method="post" acHon=llshowform.php">

<p class="legend">Personal information</p>

<fieldset id="personal">

Name:<inpuftype="text" name="name" size="30"

/><br/>

Address:<input type="texl" name="address"

size=H30n /> <br />

Town/City:<input type="text" name="city"

size="30" /> <br />

State:<inpul type="text" name=Kstate" size=n2"

maxiengtfi-"2" /xbr />

Zipcode:<input type-"text" name="zip" size="5"

maxlenglh="5" /> <br />

Figure 17.16 While its essential to set the name

attributeforeach text box, you only have to set

the value attribute when you want to add

default rallies for a tax! box.

eoe Creating Text Boxes

Ordering your new bed
Please fill out the form below to order your new bed. If \

have any qjesilons, don't hesitate to contact us.

Personal information

Rose WoodName:

Address: 2? Carpenler Street

Town/Clty:JMaplewood

State :[al

Zipcode.:J25i47

Figure- 17.17 'J'ext ho.\es can be different sizes

to accommodate different types offields. We'll

straighten these up in just a moment (on

page 264).
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Zipcode:<inputtype="texf" name="zip" size="5'

maxlength="5T7><br/>

Customer iD:<input type-"password"

name="code" stze="8" />

Figure 17.I8 The name attribute identifies ibe

passivord when you compile the data.

fc Creating Password Boxes - Windows Internet Exp

.raokwDoc v

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

Creating Password Boxes

Ordering your new bed
Please fill out the form below to order your new

have any questions, don't hesitate to contact us

Personal information

.Name:! Rose Wood

Address: 27 Carpenter Street 1
Town/City: Maplewood

'stateJAL j

!Zipcode:|25i47~l

Customer ID:!••••••

Internet

Figure 17.19 When the visitor enters a pass
word in a form, the password is hidden with

hit/lets or asterisks.

Creating Password Boxes

The only difference between a password

box and a text box is that whatever is

typed in the former i.s hidden by bullets or

asterisks. The information is not encrypted

when sent to the server.

To create password boxes:

1. If de.sired, type the label that will identify

the password box to your visitor (for

example, Enter password:).

2. Type <input type="password"

3. Type name="laber, where labet is the

texl that will identify the input data to the

server (and your script).

4. [f desired, define the size of the box on

your form by typing size="n": replacing

n with the desired width of the box, mea

sured in characters.

5. If desired, type maxlength="n", where n

is the maximum number of characters

that can be entered in the box.

6. Finish the text box by typing a final />.

• Tips

■ Even if nothing is entered in the pass

word box, the name is still sent to the

server (with an undefined value).

■ You could set default text for value (as

in step 4 on page 262), but that kind of

defeats the purpose of a password.

■ The only protection the password box

offers is from folks peering over your vis

itor's shoulder as she types in her

password. To really protect passwords

you have to use them on a secure server.
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Chapter 17

Formally Labeling Form Parts

As you've seen, the explanatory information

next to a form element is generally just plain

text. For example, you might type "Firs!

name" before the text field where the visitor

should type her name. (X)IITML provides a

method for marking up labels so that you can

formally link them to the associated element

and use them for scripting or other purposes.

To formally label form parts:

1. Type <label.

2. If desired, type for="idname">. where

idname is the value of the i d attribute in

the corresponding form element.

3. Type the contents of the label.

4. Type </label>.

• Tips

■ If you use the for attribute, you must

also add the i d attribute to the associated

form element's opening tag in order to

mark ii with a label. (Otherwise, the

document will not validate.) For more

details about the id attribute, consult

Naming Elements on page 63-

■ [fyou omit the for attribute, no id

attribute is required in the element being

labeled. The label and the element, in

that case, are then associated by proxim

ity, or perhaps by being placed in a

common div element.

■ Another labeling technique is to u.se the

title attribute. For more information,

consult Labeling Elements in a Web

Page on page 6S.

■ You can use CSS to format your labels

(Figure 17.21)

<fieldset id="personar'>

<label>Name:</labelxinpul type="fext"

name="name" size="30M /> <br />

<label>Address:</labelxinput type="text"

name="address" size="30" /> <br />

<label>Town/City:</labelxinput type="texf"

name="city(l size="30"/> <br/>

<label>Slate:</labelxinput type="text"

name="state" size="2" maxlength="2" /xbr

<label>Zipcode:</labelxinputtype="fext"

name="zip" size="5" max!ength="5" /> <br /

<labe!>Cusfomer ID:</labelxinput

type="password" name="code" size="8" />

</fieldsel>

rigurc 17.20 Marking field labels in aformal

way gives yon an easy way to identify them in

a CSS style sheet.

#personal label {position: absolute; fonl-size: 90%;

padding-top: ,2em;leFf: 20px;}

input {margin-left: 9em; margin-boHom;.2em;

line-heighf:1.4em;}

Figure 17.21 i\'ow I can sweep the labels out of

theflow and align the tax! and password

boxes to their light.

eoe Using Labels

Im

personal information

Hame;

Address:

Town/City:

State:

Zipcade:

Customer ID:

g

shape.

17.22 Theform is beginning to take
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<fieldsef id="choices">

<p id="size"xlabel>Size:</label><input

type="radio" name="size" value="K" />King

<input type="radio" name="size" value="G"

/>Queen <br />

<input type-"radioM name-"size" value="T"

/>Twin

<input type="radio" name="size" value="S''

/>Single</p>

Figure i7.>3 The name attribute serves a dual

purposefor radio buttons: it links the radio

buttons in a given set and it identifies (he
value when it is sent to the script, devalue

attribute is crucial since the visitor has no way

oftyping a value.

^choices label {position:

padding-fop: .2em; left:

#size {font-size: 90%;}

input {margin-left: 9em;

input+input {margin-left

absolute;

20px}

lem;}

br+input {margin-left: 9em;}

Figure 17.24 This CSS positions the labels abso

lutely, just as in Figure 17.21. Then it gives the

first radio button and any radio button after a

br element a 9 em margin. The remaining

radio buttons get 1 em margins.

Fife Edit View Favorites Tools

[ r0 Creating Radio Buttons

Customer ID;

Choices

Size:

Done

OKing

©Twin

@

Help

O Queen

O Single

Internet

Figure 17.25 The radio buttons themselves are

created with the (X)IITMI. tags. The labels

'King, Queen, etc.) are created with plain text

alongside the 'Xlfl'TML tags.

Creating Radio Buttons

Remember those old-time car radios with big

black plastic buttons? Push one to listen to

WFCRj push another forWRNX. You can

never push nvo buttons at once. Radio but

tons on forms work the same way (except

you can't listen to the radio).

To create a radio button:

1. II desired, type the introductory text for

your radio buttons. You might use some

thing like Select one of the following.

2. Type <inputtype="radio".

3. 'Type name="radioset". where radioset

both identifies the data sent to the script

and also links the radio buttons together,

ensuring that only one per set can be

checked.

4. Type value="data", where data is the

text that will be sent to the server if the

radio button is checked, either by you (in

step 5) or by the visitor.

5. If desired, type checked="checked" 10

make the radio button active by default

when the page is opened. You can only-

do this to one radio button in the set.

(The ="checked" is optional in HTML.)

6. Type the final />.

7. Type the text that identifies the radio but

ton to the visitor. This is often the same

as value, but doesn't have to be.

8. Repeat steps 2-7 for each radio button in

ihe set.

• Tip

■ If you don'l sei the value attribute, ihe

word "on" is sent to the script. It's not

particularly useful since you can't tell

which button in the set was pressed.

3
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Creating Menus
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Menus are perfect for offering your visitors a

choice from a given set of options.

To create menus:

1. If desired, type Ihe text chat will describe

your menu.

2. Type <select.

3. Type name="label". where label \v\\\

identify the data collected Prom the menu

when ii i.s sent to the server.

4. If desired, type size="n". where ;/ repre

sents the height (in lines) of the menu.

5. If desired, type mulHple="multiple" to

allow your visitor to seleci more than one

menu option (with Ctrl or Command).

(The ="multiple" is optional in HTML.)

6. Type >.

7. Type <option.

8. [f desired, type selected="selected" if you

want the option to be selected by default.

(The ="5elected" is optional in HTML)

9. Type value="labeP\ where label identi

fies the data that will be sent to the server

if the option is selected.

10. If desired, type labels"menu option".

where menu option is the word that

should appear in the menu.

11. Type >.

12. Type the option name as you wish it to

appear in the menu.

13. Type </opHon>.

14. Repeat steps 7-13 for each option.

15. Type </seleet>.

<inpuf type="radio" name="size" value="T"

/>Twin

<input type-"radio" name="size" value="S"

/>Single</p>

<p id="woodtype"xlabel>Type of

wood:</labelxselect name="woodtype" >

<option value="Maliogan)'">Mahogany</option>

<option vaiue="Map!ewood">Maplewood

</option>

<option vaiue="Pine">Pine</option>

<option value="Cherry">Cherry</option>

</select></p>

</fieldset>

Figure 17.26 Menus are made up oftwo

(X/HTML tags: select and option. You set the

common name attribute in the select tag and

the individual value attribute in each ofthe

option tags.

select {margin-left: 9em;}

PIgare 17.27 We'll use CSS again to push the

menu over in lino with the otherfields.

eoo Creating Menus

Choices

5ize: C King C Queen

"' Twin C Single

Type Of wood: lMahoc)any~l -|

Suggestions ;cherrv

Mahogany k

Maplewood

Pine

Done

i;igurc 17.28 A visitor will not he able to select

ninhing in a menu unless you set the size

attribute. The default selection is either the

first option in the mejui or the oneyou've set

as selected in step 8.
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<p id="woodtype"xlabel>Type of

wood:</!abelxseled name="woodtype" >

<optgroup label-"Hard woods">

<opNon value="Mahogany">Mahogany</option>

<option value="Maplewood">Maplewood

</opfion>

<opHon value="Cherry">Cherr)'</option>

</optgroup>

<optgroup label="Soft Woods">

<option value="Pine">Pine</option>

<option value="Fir">Fir</option>

</oplgroup>

</select></p>

Figure 17.29 Each submenu has a title, speci

fied in the label attribute of the optgroup t&g,

and a scries ofoptions (defined with opt i on
tags and regular text).

C Creating Submenus - Windows Internet Exp

http;//i/M'w.cookwooc v ~

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

i Creating Submenus

Choices I
Size:

Type of wood:

OKing

OTwin

O Queen

O Single

jone

Maplewood

SuooestlOnS Cherry
Soft Woods

Pine

Fir

Figure 17.30 Bfowsersgenerally don '1 create

true submenus, hut wither group the items in
a single menu with subgroups.

Forms

If you have a particularly large menu with

many options, you may want co group the

options into categories.

To group menu options:

1. Create a menu as described on page 266.

2. Before the first option tag in the first

group that you wish to place together in

a submenu, type <optgroup.

3. Type label="5ubmenutftle">, where sub-

menit I it/e is the header for the submenu.

4. After the last option tag in the group.

type </optgroup>.

5. Repeat steps 1-A for each submenu.

• Tips

■ II" you add the si ze attribute in step 4.

(he menu appears more like a list, and

there is no automatically selected option

(unless you use selected-—see step 8).

■ If" s i ze (see step 4) is bigger than the

number of options, visitors can deselect

all values by clicking in the empty space.

■ The closing option tag in step 13 is

optional In HTML i (but not in XHTML).

Vbu can also use the abbreviated

selected and multiple in HTML,

whereas XHTML requires selected=

"selected" and mul.tiple="multiple".

S3
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Creating Checkboxes

While radio buttons can accept only one

answer per set. a visitor can check as many

checkboxes in a set as they like. Like radio

buttons, checkboxes are linked by the value

of the name attribute.

To create checkboxes:

1. It desired, type the introductory lext

(something like Select one or more of the

following.) for your checkboxes.

2. Type <input type="checkbox". (Notice

there is no space in the word checkbox.)

3. Type name="boxset". where boxsetboth

identifies the data sent to the* script and

also links the checkboxes together.

4. Type value="data", where daia is the

text that will be sent to the sewer if the

checkbox is marked (either by the visitor,

or by you as described in step 5).

5. Type checked="checked" lo make the

checkbox checked by default when the

page is opened. You (or the visitor) may

check as many checkboxes as desired.

(The ="checked" is optional in HTML.)

6. Type /> to complete the checkbox.

7. Type the text that identifies the checkbox

to the user. This is often the same as the

value, but doesn't have to be.

8. Repeat steps 2-7 for each checkbox in

the set.

• Tip

■ If you use FLIP, you can automatically

create Lin array (called $_POST [' boxset' ])

out of the checkbox values by using

name="boxset[ ]" in step 3, where boxset

identifies the data sent to the script.

<p icJ="extras"xlobel>Extras:</label>

<input type="checkbox" name="exfras[]"

valu&="foot" />Footboard

<input type=Mcrieckbox" name="extras[]"

value="drawers" checked="checked" />Drawers
<br/>

<input type="checkbox" name="extras[]"

value="casters" />Casters

<input lype="checkbox" name="extras[]"

value="nosqueak" />Squeak proofing <br /></p>

</fieldsef>

riijurc 17.31 Notice boit- the label lex! (not

highlighted) does not need to match the value

attribute. That's because the label text identi

fies the checkboxes to the visitor in the browser

while the value idei itifies the data lo the script.

The empty brackets are for PIIP (see tip).

#extras {fon!-size: 90%;}

inpur {margin-!eff: 9em;}

input+input {margin-left: lem;]

br+inpu! (margin-left; 9em;f

17.32 'The CSS is very similar to what we

used for the radio buttons: gire the first check

box and any checkbox thatfollows a br

element a 9 em margin. Remaining check

boxes get only ! em.

eoe Creating Checkboxes

Choices

Size: <" Kfng f Queen

<"" Twin <~ Single

Type of wood: jMahogany J

Extras: V Footboard F Drawers

i"l Casters V Squeak proofing

Figure 17.33 The visitor can check as many

boxes as necessary. Each corresponding value

//■ill be sent to the script, together with the

checkbox set's name.
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Forms

<p ciass="legend">Suggestions</p>

<fieldset id-"suggestions">

■dextarea name=Mcomments" rows="3"

cols="40">Please share any comments you have

here</textarea>

</fieldset>

Figure 17.34 T/jcj value attribute is not used

with the textarea tag. Default values are set
by adding text between the opening and clos
ing lags (as in "Please.share... "shown here).

fextarea {fonf: .8em "Trebuchet MS", Verdana,

sans-serif; width: 29em; padding: .2em;}

Figure 17.33 /''or some reason, I bad to apply

the font properly directly to the textarea ele
ment to get it to take bold. It did not inherit

from tbebody.

fi Creating Larger Text Areas -Windows Internet Expl.., 0

Fie E* Yfesv Favw.tes Toolt Hftl£>

Hi" ^OeabnglaigHTextAreas

b-i

-a m-

Suggestions

s;? share any comments von have here

+, 100% ■

Figure 17.36 The visitor can override the

default text simply by typing over it.

Creating Larger Text Areas

In some cases, you want to give ihe visitor

more room to write. Unlike text boxes (see

page 262), text areas may he as large as your

page, and will expand as needed il" the per

son enters more text than can fit in the

display area, They're perfect for eliciting

questions and comments.

To create larger text areas:

1. If desired, type ilic explanatory text that

will identify the texi area.

2. Type <textarea.

3. Type name="label". where label is the

text thai will identify the input data to the

server (and your script).

4. Type rows="n"1 where n is the height of

the text area in rows.

5. Type cols="n". where n is the width of

the texi area in characters.

6. Type >.

7. Type the default text, if any, for the lext

area. No formatting is allowed here.

8. Type </textarea> to complete the text

area,

• Tips

■ There is no use for the value attribute

with text areas.

■ Visitors can enter up to 32,700 characters

in a lex! area. Scroll bars will appear

when necessary.

■ Both the rows and cols attributes are

required.

ta

a
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Allowing Visitors to Upload Files

If the information you need from the folks fill

ing out your form is complicated, you might

want to have them upload an entire file to

your server.

To allow visitors to upload files:

1. Type <form method="post" enctype=

"multipart/form-data". Che enctype

attribute ensures that the file is uploaded

in the proper formal.

2. Nexi, type action= "upload.url">, where

upload.urt is the URL of the script that

processes incoming files. You'll need a

special script for this.

3. Type the caption for the file upload area

so your visitors know what lo do, Some

thing like What file would you like to

upload? would work well.

4. Type <input type="file" to create a file

upload box and a Browse button.

5. Type name="title". where title identifies

to the server the files being uploaded.

6. if desired, type 5ize="n'\ where //is the

width, in characters, of the field in which

the visitor will enter the path and file

name.

7. Type the final />.

8. Complete the form as usual, including

the submit button and final </form> lag.

• Tips

■ The size attribute is optional, but since

most paths and file names are pretty

long, it's a good idea to sec it at 40 or SO.

The default is 20.

■ You can't use the get method for forms

that allow uploading.

<form method="post" enctype=1rmulHparf/form-

data" action="http://vAvw.cookwood.com/cgi-

bin/perl2e/uploading/uploading.cgi">

<h2>What files are you sending?</h2>

<pxinpuf fype="file" name="uploadfile"

size="30" />

</form>

Figure 17.37 7b allow visitors to upload files,

you must make sure to set the proper enctype

attribute, as well as create the file type-input

element.

What

Done

£1
i ■■■

files

Uploading files

are you sending?

Browse

-■"■

Figure 17.3B When you create afile upload

area, both afield where the visitor can type the

path to thefile and a Browse button (so the visi

tor can use an Open dialog box to choose the

file) automatically appear on yourpage.
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<form metrtod=post action="whatever.php">

<input type="hidden" name="name"

value="$name" />

<inpul lype=submtt value="submit data" />

Figure 17.39 When you create a hiddenfield,

you use the variablesfromyour script to set the

value ofthefield to what the visitor originally

entered.

When to use a hidden field?

Imagine you've got a form and you want

to be able to give your visitors a chance to

review what they've entered before they

submit it. Your processing script can show

them the submitted data and at the same

time create a form with hidden fields con

taining the same data. If the visitor wants

to edit the data, they simply go back. But if

they want to submit the data, the hidden

fields will already be filled out. saving

them the task of typing the data in again.

Creating Hidden Fields

Hidden fields are generated by the processing

script to store information gathered from an

earlier form so that it can be combined with

the present form's data.

To create hidden fields:

1. Type <input type="hidden".

2. Type name="laber\ where label is a

short description of the information to be

stored.

3. Type value="data", where data is the

information itself that is to be stored. It is

often a variable from the form processing

script (Figure 17.39).

4. Type/>.

• Tips

■ It doesn't matter where the hidden fields

appear in your form since they won't

appear in the browser anyway. As long

as they are within the opening and clos

ing form tags, you're OK.

■ To create an element that will be submit

ted with the rest of the data when the

visitor clicks the submit button but that is

also visible to the visitor, create a regular

form element and use the readonly

attribute (see page 280).

O

o
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Creating the Submit Button

All the information that your visitors enter

won't be any good to you unless they send it

CO the servci1. You should always create a sub

mit button for your forms so lhai the visitor

can deliver the information to you. (You can

also use images to submit form data—see

page 276.)

To create a submit button:

1. Type <input type="submit".

2. If desired, type value="submit message"

where submit message is the text that will

appear in the button.

3. Type the final />.

• Tips

■ If you leave out the value attribute, the

submit button will be labeled Submit

Queiy, by default.

■ The name-value pair for the submit but

ton is only sent to the .script if you set the

name attribute. Therefore, if you omit the

name attribute, you won't have to deal

with the extra, usually superfluous sub-

mil data.

■ On the other hand, you can create multi

ple submit buttons (with both the name

and value attributes) and then write your

script to react according to which submit

button the visitor presses.

<p id="bultons"xinpul lype="submit'
va!ue="Order Bed" /></p>

Figure 17.40 Ifyou leave oui the name attribute.

Ihe name-valuepairfor the submit button will
not he passed to ihe 'script. Since you usually
don f need this information, that's a good
thing.

input {background: #DED983;font:1.2em
"TrebuchetMS", Verdana, sans-serif;}

#buttons (fexl-align: center;}

Figure 17.41 I apply a background andfont

formatting to the submit button. For more
information on selecting by attribute, see
page 1-17.

C- Creating the Submit Button - Windows Internet I

gj les/forms/submlt.html ■"

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

^Creating the Submit Button•k

Suggestions

jl Please share any comments you have here

Order Bed

:>one Internet

i;iyurc 17.42 'the submit button activates the

script that collects the datafrom theform. You
can personalize the button s contents with the

value attribute. (Thephrase Order Bed is

clearerforyour visitors than the default text
Submit Query).
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<inpu1 type="radio" name="cats" value="X"

accesskey="x" />Xixona<br />

<inpuf type=" radio" name="cars" value="L"

accesskey="l" />Llumeta<br />

<inpuf type="radio" name="cats" valuer"A"

accesskey="a" />All of them (Don't

make me choose!)

<p id="buttons"><butfon lype="submit"><img

src="check.gif" width="40" height="40lt alt="Vote

burton" /> Vote</buiton>

Figure 17.43 You can create a submit button

with an image by using the button lag.

body (background: #FEFEE7;}

h2 {margin: lem 0 0; padding: 0;}

burton {font: 48px "Trebuchef MS", "Verdana",

sans-serif; background: #F9CC7D;

border: outset #F9CC7D;}

p#buttons {white-space: nowrap;}

Figure 17.44 I gave the buttons more body by

applying an outset border that is the same

color as the background in the CSS.

o o Creating Buttons

o

Which one isyourfavorite?
<" Woody

<~ Cookie

r Xixona

<~ Llumeta

".' AH of them (Don'i make me choose!)

• Vote

Figure 17.45 V.K' OOHTML cadefor a submit

button with an image is a little more compli

cated, but lookssogood. (Ofcourse, it would

help if1 could actually draw.)

(X)HTML's button element lets you create

prettier submit buttons. Yoti can add an

image, change the font, or even change the

background color. That'll get them to submit

thai form!

To create a submit button with an

Image:

1. Type <button fype="5ubmit">.

2. Type the text, if any, that should appear

on the left side of the image in the

button.

3. Type <img src="image.url" where

image.urlte the name of the image that

will appeal" on the button.

4. Type alt="alternate text", where alter

nate text is what appears if the image

doesn't.

5. If desired, add any other image attributes.

6. Type /> to complete the image.

7. Type the text, if any. that should appear

on the right side of the image in the

button.

8. Type </button>.

• Tips

■ If you have multiple submit buttons, you

can give a name and value attribute to

each one so that your script can tell

which one was pressed.

■ You can also use the button tag to create

a submit button without an image. Just

skip steps 3—6.

■ You can use CSS to style buttons.

■ For information on creating buttons with

scripts, consult Creating a Button that

Executes a Script on page 316.
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Chapter 17

Resetting the Form

li humans could fill out forms perfectly on

the first try, there would be no erasers on

pencils and no backspace key on your com

puter keyboard. You can give your visitors a

reset button so that they can start over with

a fresh form (including all the default values

you've set).

To create a reset button:

1. Type <input type="reset".

2. [f desired, type value="reset message"

where reset message is the text (hat

appears in the button. The default reset

message is Reset.

3. Type />.

• Tips

■ The name-value pair for the reset button

is only sent to the script if you set the

name attribute. Therefore, if you omit the

name attribute, you won't have to deal

with the completely superfluous reset

data—which is usually something like

"reset, Reset".

■ You could iKkl the name attribute to a

reset button for scripting purposes (see

page 316).

<input type="rese!" value="Slart Over" /:

Figure 17.46 You can usetbev3\ue attribute to

set any text you wish for the reset button.

inpuf {background: #DED983; font: 1.2em

"Trebuchef MS", Verdana, sans-serif;}

Figure 17.47 The CSS from Figure 17.41 on

page 272 already applies to the Reset button.
No additions are necessary.

Creating theStir*Button a * a

; Choices

Size:

Type of wood:

Extras:

J
©King OQneen

OTwtn O Single

0 Footboard 0 Drawers

SJCiisters DSqueak proofing

Suggestions

Ycut customer service is excellent!

Order Bed Start Qverrx

if -i-

j Choices

Size:

Type of wood:

Extras:

J
OKIng OQueen

OTwtn OSIngle

! Mahogany y,

□Footboard 0 Drawers

Dtasters □ Squeak proofing

Suggestions

■ Please slwe any comments you have here

Order Bed Start Over

©Jntamat

Figure 17.48 Ij'your visitor clicks tbe reset but

ton, all thefields are set to their default values.
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<input type="radio" name="cats" value="X"

accesskey="x" />Xixona<br />

■dnpul type="radio" name="cats" value="L"

accesskey="l" />Llumeta<br />

<input type="radio" name="cats" value="A"

accesskey="a" />All of them (Don't moke me

choose!)

<p id-"buttons"xbuiton lype="submit" name=

"submit" value="submit"><img src="check.gif"

width="40" heighf=l140" alt="Vote button" />

Vote</button>

<button type="reset"> <img src="reset.gif"

width="40" heighN'MO" alt="Reset buHon"

/>Reset</buttonx/p>

Figure 17.49 Make sure you set the type to
reset. Otherwise, the button won't actually do
anything at all.

eoe Creating Buttons

e

Which one is your favorite?

f Woody

r Cookie

r Llumera

17 All oilhem (Don't nuke me choose!)

•Vote XReset

Figure 17.50 Now both the submit and reset

buttons really stand out. (It really works, by the

way. Try it o)i my Website—-seepage 26.)

Forms

You can add images, font choices, and even

a background color to your reset button.

To create a reset button with an

image:

1. Type <button type="reset">

2. Type the text, if any, that should appear

on the left side of the image in the

button.

3. Type <img src="image.url"; where

inuigc.itrl is the name of the image thai

will appear on the button.

4. Type alt="alternate text", where alter

nate text is what appears i! the image

doesn't.

5. [f desired, add any other image attributes.

6. Type /> to complete the image.

7. Type the text, if any. that should appear

on the right side of (he image in the

button.

8. Type </button>.

• Tips

■ You can also use the button tag to create

a reset button without an image. Just skip

steps 3-6.

■ For information on creating buttons with

scripts, consult Creating a Button that

Executes a Script on page 316.

■ Current browsers support the button tag

quite well. Older browsers do not, despite

it being a standard part of (X)HTML.

■ 1 can't think of any good reason to add

the value attribute to a reset button, but

you might want to add a name attribute

for scripting purposes.
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Chapter 1 7

Using an Image to Submit Data

You may use an image—called an active

image—os a combination input element and

submit button. In addition to submitting the

data from the other fields in the form, a click

on the image sends the current mouse coor

dinates to the server in two name-value pairs.

To use an image to submit data:

1. Create a GIF or JPEG image.

2. Type <inpur type="image".

3. Type src="image.urrr, where image.tirl

is the location of the image on the server,

4. Type name="label". where label\v\\\ be

appended by .vand rand will identify the

x and y coordinates sent to the server,

when tiie visitor clicks the image.

5. Type alt="description". where descrip

tion will appear if the image does not.

6. Type the final /> to finish the active

image definition for the form.

• Tips

■ Setting the value attribute has no effect.

The values are set to the mouse coordi

nates automatically,

■ In a Perl script, the names are set to

label.x-And label.yfoi the x and y coordi

nates respectively, where label matches

what you used in step 4 above, x is the

horizontal distance in pixels from the

image's left edge, and ris the vertical dis

tance in pixels from the image's top edge.

In a PHP script, the names are changed

to label__x and kibel_y instead since PHP

doesn't accept periods in variable names.

■ You can find the PHP script used in this

example on my Web site (seepage 26).

<input type="radio" name="infotype"

va!ue="directions" />Directions

<input type-"radio" name="infotype"

value="statistics" />City statistics <br /></small>

<input fype="image" src="zonemap.gif"

name="coord" alt="US Map, Click to submit data'

/

</form>

riyurc 17.51 Ifyou use an active image, you

don 7 need a submit button.

eoe Zone Map CD

Choose the kind of information you're looking for.
;md ihen click on city you're inicrested in.

'Local lime <"* Local weather

*" Directions *"* City itattEtics

Figure 17.52 The sameform can have both reg

ularfields (like the radio buttons) and an
image1 map. When the visitor clicks the map.
all ofthe data is sent to the script.

eoe Zone Map PHP CD

You requested Information about ihe weather at
the coordinates 243 and 110.

Figure 17.53 This script outputs the coordinates

from the mouse click in the image along with
the radio button value.
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Forms

<body>

<a href="moreinfo.html" labindex="4">Aboutour

company</a>

<h2>Please tell us more about yourselF:</h2>

<form method-"post" action="showform.php">

<p>Name: <input type="text" name="firstname"

size=ll20l1tabindex=l1l'7></p>

<p>Email address: <input type="text"

name="emaiT' !abindex="2" /></p>

<p>Hobbies: <input lype="text" name="hobbies"

tabindex="3" size="25" /></p>

<pxinput type="submif" value=MTell us" /></p>

</form>

</body>

Figure 17.54 By setting the tab-index, you con

trol the order in which your visitor can tab
through thefields.

O Selling Tab Order ■ Windows Internet Explorer |_ |fO][X|

■ Un _rt

Fie Ed: Vsm FivwMs Tooli Meip

!' ■- ■:!. ■; rd H i

-Fourth lab
About ovo company

Please tell us more about yourself:

Nane
Firsi tali

E-maii address: Ipuferigtabby com ■ Second tab

Hobbies: [model airplanes, alin;

■\ 100%

Figure 17.55 With Janus on apage thai begins

with a link, you may want to change the tab

order so that thefirst lab takes you to thefirst

field, not thefirst link.

Setting the Tab Order in a Form

By pressing the Tab key, visitors can move

the focus through the fields in your form from

top to bottom (and then select the desired

one by pressing Return.). Depending on your

form's layout, you may prefer to set the tab

order yourself so that the visitor fills out all

the fields in a particular group before going

on to the next group.

To set the tab order:

in the form element's tag. type tabindex="n".

where n is the number that indicates the lab

order.

• Tips

■ Gelling thefoeiis means the form element

is selected but not activated. Activation

requires pressing the Return key (or a

keyboard shortcut—see page 278).

■ The value for tabi ndex can be any num

ber between 0 and 32767.

■ By default, the cab order depends on the

order of the elements in the (X)HTML

code. When you change the tab order,

the lower numbered elements get the

focus first, followed by higher numbered

elements.

■ In a form, you can assign tab order to text

fields, password fields, checkboxes,

radio buttons, text areas, menus, and

buttons.

■ You can also assign tab order to links (see

page 113) and client-side image maps

(see page 117).

■ OK. 1 cannot lell a lie. Where the first Tab

keystroke lands you depends on your

browser and how it's configured. On IE "

it took me 9 tabs to get to the first one.
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Chapter 17

Adding Keyboard Shortcuts

Keyboard shortcuts let your visitors .select and

activate links without using a mouse.

To add a keyboard shortcut to a form

element:

1. Inside the form element's tag, type

accesskey=".

2. Type the keyboard shortcut (any letter or

number).

3. Type ihe final ".

4. If'desired, add information about the

keyboard shortcut to ihe text so that the

visitor knows thai it exists.

• Tips

■ Keyboard shortcuts are case-insensitive.

■ On Windows systems, to invoke the key

board shortcut, visitors use the Alt key

plus the letter you've assigned. On Macs,

visitors u.se the Control key.

■ Explorer for Windows lias supported

keyboard shortcuts since version 4. Fire-

fox and other Gecko browsers support

them as well. Opera has il.s own key

board navigation system and will ignore

yours.

■ When a visitor uses a keyboard shortcut

it not only gives the element the focus,

but actually activates it. In the case of

radio buttons and checkboxes, this

means the item is selected. If it's a text

box, the cursor is placed inside (after any

exisling text), if it's a button, the button

is activated.

<p>Choose any option from fhe keyboard by

pressing Alt (Ctrl for Macintosh) plus its first letter.

So Alt-W/Ctrl-W would choose

<em>Woody</em> (he's awful cute). [Use "T" for

fhe commenfs box.)</pxhr />

<form acfion="http://www.cookwood.com/cgi-

bin/vote.cgi" mefhod="post">

<input type="radio" name="cafs" value="W"

accesskey="w" />Woody<br />

<inpuf type-"radio" name="cats" value="C"

accesske^V />Cookie<br />

<inputtype="radio" name="cafs" va!ue="X"

accesskey="x" />Xixona<br />

<input type="radio" name="cats" value="L"

accesskey="l" />Llumeta<br />

<inpuf fype="radio" name="cats" value="A"

accesskey="a" />All of them (Don't make me

choose!)

<pxtextarea name="comments" cols="40"

rows="3" accesskey="r>Any special

comments?</textareax/p>

<pxinput type="submit" value="Vote!"

accesskey="v" />

l:iuim: 17.56 Key-hoard shortcuts can he espe

cially helpful on mobile devices.

eoe Keyboard Shortcuts

Ready lo vote?

Choose any opiiiin from Ihe kcytoaid by pressing Alt (Ctrl

Ihr Macintosh) plus iis first Idler. So Ali'-W/Ctrl-W would
tluw.se Wiwtiy (he's awflil cute). (Use "T" tor the comments

box.)

<~ Woodj

f Cookie

*~ Xixona

c Llumeia

& All of llicm (Don't innkc me choose!)

She's very svee:, du* vr^

Vote! Reset

Figure 17.57 Pressing Ctrf-T(Alt-Ton Win

dows/ puts the cursor in the comments box.
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<input type="radio" nome="cats" value="L"

accesskey="l" onc!ick=

"document.vote.submit.disabled=false" />Llumeta

<br/>

<input type="radio" name-"cats" value="A"

accessby="a" onc!ick=

"document.vote.submit.disabled=false" />All of

fhem [Don't make me choose!)

<pxinput name="submit" fype="submit"

value-"Vote!" accesskey="v" disabled="disabled"

/>

<inputtype="reset" value="Reset" accesskey="r"

onclick="document.vote.submit.disabled=true"

i-igiii-c 17.58 Here, I useJavaScript and the
disabled attribute to make the submit button

inaccessible until other options are selected.

') Disabled Form Moments ■ Mozillo Fircfox !___!!_□ |[X I

File Edit View Ga Bookmarks Tools He

O Woody

O Cookie

OXixona

O Llumeta

O Ail of them (Don't make me choose I)

*

Figure 17.59 When the visitorfirst views the

form, nothing is selectee/ and the submit but

ton is disabled.

O Disabled Form Elements • Mozitla Firefox f-||D|fX

Fte Ed* View go gookmaifcs Too's Hslp

O Woody

O Cookie

dllumeta
OA11 of them (Don't make me choose1)

Forms

Disabling Form Elements

In some cases, you may not want visitors

to List- certain parts of your form. For exam

ple, you might want to disable a submit

button imiil all the required fields have been

filled out.

To disable a form element:

In the form element's tag. type

disabled="disabled".

• Tips

■ In HTML, you can jusi use disabled by

itself. XHTML requires the redundant

value.

■ You can change the contents of a dis

abled form element with a script. For

more information on scripting, consult

Chapter 19, Scripts. You'll also need some

JavaScript expertise. The very simple way

I've added here is to add onclick=

"document.vote.submit.disabled=false"

lo each radio button (where vote is the

value of the form's name attribute, submit

is the value of the disabled button's name

attribute, and disabled is the attribute in

that button whose value I want to change

\o false). So when one of the radio but

tons is clicked, the Vote button will be

enabled.

■ [f you disable a form element, its key

board shortcut is also disabled. For more

Information on keyboard shortcuts, con

sult Adding Keyboard Shortcuts on

page 278.
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Figure 17.60 When the visitor chooses an Hem.

the submit button is no longer disabled

(thanks to theJavaScript in Figure 17.58).
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Keeping Elements from Being

Changed

Sometimes it may be necessary io automati

cally set the contents of a form element and

keep the visitor from changing it. For example,

you could have the visitor confirm informa

tion, or you could show a past history of

transactions and then submit that information

again with the new data collected. You can do

this by making the element "read-only",

To keep elements from being

changed:

Type readonty="readonly" in the form ele

ment's tag.

• Tips

■ In HTML, you can just use readonly by

itself. XHTML requires the redundant

value,

■ You can use the readonly attribute in

text boxes, password boxes, checkboxes,

radio buttons, and text areas.

■ Setting the readonly attribute is some

thing like using a hidden field without

making it hidden. For more information

on hidden fields, consult Creating Hid

den Fields on page 211.

<pxtextarea name="votehistory" cols="40"

rows="3" readonly="readonly ">Woody on

Monday, Cookie on Tuesday, Xixona on Thursday,

and Llumeta on Wednesday</textareax/p>

Figure 17-61 Add the readonly attribute to any

form element that you want to show to your

visitors but that you dim t want them to

change.

6OO Keeping Elements from Being Changed

So l";ir you've voled for

■7aody on Monday, Cookie on Tuesday. X.ixotia
□n Thursday, and Llumeca on Wednesday

<~ Woody

r Cookie

*"" Xixona

r Llumeta

C All ofdiem i Don't make me choose!

Vole1 I Reset |

Figure 17.62 /// this example, the visitor'sprior

voles are displayed in the read-only area.

They can be viewed—but not changed—by the

visitor and then submitted with the new vote.

E
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